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43rd Annual Summer Jazz Workshop

The choices for youth during the summer can be quite grim considering the enticements offered by the community at large. The Workshop provides a healthy and long lasting opportunity to young people who want to improve their lives.

Founded in 1972 by Houston Jazz greats Conrad Johnson and Bubbha Thomas, the Workshop provides area youth with an alternative summer program, which is educational, inspirational, structured, and fun.

Over its history, SJW has increased a sense of ownership for its students in the educational process, thus furthering the desire for education. This can be demonstrated by many of the 9,600 SJW alumni: Brandon Lee, Director Juilliard Jazz Orchestra; Jason Moran, International Recording Artist; Sam Jackson, Director of Bands at Jeff Davis High School; Joe Carmouche, Recording Artist; Horace A. Young, Instructor at Texas Southern University, and William Thomas II, Assistant Director of Bands at Madison High School, to name a few.

An all-star faculty, at Willowridge High School and Trinity Episcopal Church, instructs students at beginning, intermediate and advanced levels. Many students accelerate their musical growth by as much as two years.

The intense five-week instructional program features classes in:

· Theory and Composition

· Improvisation and Orchestration

· Jazz Idiom and Career Management

· Artist in Residence Program

· Advances N Music Technology

Additionally students, middle school age through high school age, are taught career and business disciplines critical to success in future endeavors:

· Respect for authority

· Individual roles in the group process

· Organization, scheduling and meeting deadlines

· Planning and budgeting resources

· Public relations, marketing and public speaking

The program is a combination of master-classes, lectures, small and large ensemble participation, and field trips. As participants in the Summer Jazz Workshop, students are exposed to subjects not fully covered by public school systems and are highly motivated by positive role models.

Need for the program….. In 2014, the Annual Summer Jazz Workshop will celebrate its 43rd Season of providing a high quality music training and instructional program for middle, high school and college musicians.  The Workshop is unique.  It is the only American program of its kind that fills a void where music education is concerned.  Nearly one in five American schools fails to offer music or other enrichment classes even once a week.  Through the SJW, teenagers and young adults are offered a curriculum of many subjects and concepts not fully covered by private and/or public school systems.  Of the 9,600 alumni, in addition to the SJW’s core group of Greater Houston area and Texas youth, the nationally recognized reputation has attracted young talent from many international cities.  SJW parents and students have credited the program for helping their children with better grades, school discipline, and advanced music skills.

Evaluation…..  There are many methods used when evaluating the Summer Jazz Workshop.  First is the student/parent evaluation.  This group is questioned because they are directly impacted by the training and instruction provided by the program.  If this group is satisfied and gives the SJW high marks, the Workshop has lived up to the high standards of its mission.  Another important group is the instructors.  This group is always seeking ways to improve the delivery of the instructions and training.  Also, the feed-back and comments from the sponsors and general public is important.  Although this group is not as close to the action, it is important to know their impressions.





















Al Campbell, SJW Instructor 














